$18,760 FROM ALBERTA’S COMMUNITY INITIATIVES FUND GOES TO
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A GOVERNMENT{ "UND."D SORORITY HOUSE EXTREME MAKEOVER.



Alberta Liberals Raise Questions Over $18,000 Government
Funded Sorority House Extreme Makeover

Edmonton, March 20, 2006 — Alberta Liberal Gaming Critic Maurice Tougas
is demanding to know why a university sorority received more than $18,000
in lottery funding through the Community Initiatives Program (CIP) to furnish
their sorority house with high-end furniture.

According to documents obtained through Access to Information by the
Official Opposition, the Alpha Gamma Delta House Association at the
University of Alberta received a Community Initiatives Program grant for
$18,760 in October 2004, which was used to buy such items as two $1,400
sofas, a dining room set worth more than $1,800, six leather bar chairs for a
total of $1,598, and a $600 ottoman.

“l don’t blame the sorority for trying, but this application should have been
thrown out immediately,” says Tougas. “This $18,000 grant raises red flags
about the whole lottery granting process.”

The grant was okayed despite the fact that FOIPed documents show that the
sorority did not match the funds. The CIP Application Guide states “If a group
has significant difficulties in raising matching funds, up to $10,000 will be
considered on a non-matching basis. “Why is the government breaking their
own rules to deliver high end furniture to a sorority house?” asked Tougas.

Also of concern is the provision that projects must be of “benefit to the
general public”, according to CIP rules. “I fail to see how outfitting a sorority
house in furniture from Urban Barn is of benefit to the general public,” said
Tougas.

Coupled with last year’s revelations about the Applewood Community
Association, Tougas is concerned that the system has serious flaws. “We
need to take a hard look at the way this government is dishing out taxpayer’s
money. | don’t think a $300 shoe rack is what Albertans have in mind when
they file their taxes each year.”
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